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National Grocers Association Foundation Announces Advisory Committee to
Support Independent Grocers with SNAP EBT Modernization Efforts

Washington, D.C., April 21, 2025— The National Grocers Association (NGA) Foundation is proud to
welcome a new advisory committee to help promote and expand NGA Foundation's assistance to
independent grocers in modernizing their Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) systems, including implementing SNAP Online and EBT Chip card
functionality. This initiative, in partnership with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Food and
Nutrition Service, offers free resources to help small and independent grocery stores navigate
innovative SNAP EBT technology and enhance their ability to serve their communities.

The advisory committee brings together experts from technology companies, the grocery industry, and
community organizations—along with those who have firsthand experience with SNAP—to ensure
that grocers have the tools they need to compete and thrive. Their insights will help the NGA
Foundation expand economic opportunities for local businesses and improve grocery shopping
options nationwide.

“Independent grocers are the backbone of our local economies, providing jobs and ensuring access to
food in communities across America,” said Chelsea Matzen, Vice President of NGA Foundation. “The
advisory committee will help make it easier for these businesses to navigate SNAP EBT
modernization efforts —which are key to helping grocers grow their businesses, while helping families
shop more conveniently.”

The 11-member advisory committee includes leaders from 10 states and Washington, D.C.

Charlee Burkhardt, GF Buche Company, Sisseton, SD

Tania F. Correa-Castro, Northwest Harvest, Everett, WA

Nyssa Entrekin, MS, RD, The Food Trust, Philadelphia, PA

Jamie Fitzwater, Community Farm Alliance, Berea, KY

Deeanna Garner, AmeriCorps VISTA at Miami University, Hamilton, OH
Phil Jones, Detroit Food Policy Council, Detroit, Ml

Kathy Kuzava, Georgia Food Industry Association, Smyrna, GA
Marquitrice Mangham, In Her Shoes, Inc., MS Delta

Molly Pfaffenroth, Milwaukee, WI

Gina Plata-Nino, Food Research & Action Center, Washington, DC
Sommer Stockton, The Shelby Report, Gainesville, GA

The combined initiative between NGA Foundation and USDA aligns with NGA's broader mission of
empowering independent grocers by providing resources that drive innovation, increase access to
food, and create stronger, more resilient local economies.The advisory committee’s work will focus on
educating grocers and promoting resources about SNAP EBT modernization initiatives to help grocers
expand and modernize their businesses, in alignment with the overall mission of increasing food
security. Read more about the committee here.
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About the National Grocers Association Foundation

The NGA Foundation is the 501(c)3 nonprofit arm of the National Grocers Association. The
Foundation provides independent retailers with tools to develop more effective recruiting programs,
enhance retention efforts and bolster professional leadership development opportunities for
employers. For more information, visit www.ngafoundation.org.


http://www.ngafoundation.org/
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